ABSTRACT This paper focused on the written work of two students to questions based on the solution of a system of linear equations using matrix methods. The objective was to gauge the possible level of mathematical understanding of the students by using a framework that was arrived at. That framework was used to analyse the level of mathematical understanding of those students' written responses to the questions, with the focus on their use of symbolic language. It was found that the framework enabled the researcher to get a deeper insight into those students use of the symbolic language, used both in an instrumental role and also as a communicative function. , 21(1-3) :
